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Flatbush and Church Avenues

1822



March 2, 1822
President- Corneilus Low
Vice President- Matthew 
Wendell
Secretary- Adrian 
Vanderveer
Treasurer- John 
Carpenter

Censors- Charles Ball, 
Joseph G.T. Hunt and 
Thomas W. Henry

Delegate to the State 
Medical Society-
Matthew Wendell

Minutes of the 
First Meeting



Kings County 
Medical Society

In 1906 the New York State 
Legislature passed “An Act 
to Incorporate Medical 
Societies for the Purpose 
of Regulating Physic and 
Surgery in the State”. The 
first license granted by 
Kings County Medical 
Society was to Dr. John 
Carpenter in 1822. The 
first physician proposed for 
membership in 1823 was 
Dr. Nelson L. Hurd, a 
graduate of Yale Medical 
College



MSCK 
SEAL
In God is 
knowledge 
and 
welfare



Call to 
Meeting
Friday , 
October 
11, 1859 
at 8:30 PM



The first building owned by MSCK

Located at 356  
Bridge Street, a  
modest gas  
illuminated  
brownstone,  
bought in 1887 for
$7,600, of which 
$5,050 was raised 
from dues from 
the 268 members. 
It was  sold in 1898.



New members 
elected to the 
Society in 1887



Framed 
Photograph of 
MSCK  Building 
Committee 
(Executive)
1894-1900

William Maddren, MD
William Bowning, MD (Secretary)
Frank E West, MD (Chairman)  
Charles Jewett, MD
George McNaughton, MD



1313 
Bedford
Avenue
The geographical  
center of  Brooklyn, 
the  cornerstone 
was  laid in on  
11/10/1898 and  
was opened to the  
membership on  
5/19/1900. It cost
$87,000 (2.6M 
todays dollars) : 
$17,500
for land, $50,000  
for construction of
the building and
$20,000 for  
furnishings.



The First Meeting of Kings County 
Medical Society in the Society’s new building

1

January 16, 1900



Centennial 
1922



MacNaughton Auditorium
Centennial 1922





Appraisal 1927
Executed by the Continental Appraisal Company March 31, 1927



Appraisal 1927
Executed by the Continental Appraisal Company March 31, 1927

Total 
furnishings 
$18,934 
worth 
$284,000 
in today’s 
dollars



The Reading Room



Membership and 
Revenues in 1952

The Society 
had 3610
members in 
1951 and 74 
were new 
members that 
year.



The staff of 
MSCK in 
1953:
Total was 
26,
including 10 
librarians.



The official 
MSCK 
Publication



The Medical 
Library  
Association 
of Brooklyn 
was 
chartered by 
the 
University of 
the State of 
New York in 
1961. 



Merging of the Medical Libraries of the Academy of Medicine of Brooklyn  
and the Downstate Medical Center in 1962

Merging of the Medical  
Libraries of the  
Academy of Medicine 
of  Brooklyn and the  
Downstate Medical  
Center occurred in 
1962 during  the term 
of Dr. Leslie H.Tisdall.
Dr. Robert A. Moore
was Past President  of
MSCK and Dean of  
the Downstate Medical  
Center. The Society’s  
library became part of  
the Medical Research  
Library of Brooklyn  
under the control of a  
Joint Commission.



Slate of Officers in 1966



1313 Bedford Avenue in 2018

During the first 
half of 20th

Century MSCK 
owned 3 
additional 
buildings on 
Bedford Ave: 2 
north and east 
that became the 
parking lot and 
the building 
adjacent to the 
south (1317) 
which was used 
for administrative
purposes   



Bicentennial Celebration 2022

The Medical Society of the County of 
Kings celebrates 200 years of service and 
representation of Brooklyn physicians
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