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MSSNY President, David T. Hannan, M. (om left) and MSCK President, Parag H. Mehta, M.D. (far right)
posed for a photo with some of the recipients of the Fifty-Year Citation 2008Annual Stated Meeting of the
Medical Society of the County of Kings, Inc., on May 19, 2009. Also joining the horsoRed®ert Seminara, M.D.
(far left), the Medical Board President of New York Methodist Halspit

RECIPIENTS OF THE FIFTY-YEAR CITATIONS (2009)

Ralph Carmine Attanasi, M.D. Rufus A. Nichols, M.D.
Morrell Michael Avram, M.D. George A. Nimberg, M.D.
Adel William Aziz, M.D. Barry Sorrel Savits, M.D.

Paul Beck, M.D. Calvin J. Simons, M.D.
Maurice Cohen, M.D. Jacob Joseph Stam, M.D.
Marshal Nelson Daniels, M.D. Violet ElIma Stephenson, M.D.
Laurence Pascal De Fazio, M.D. Donald N. Summers, M.D.
John Michael Esposito, M.D. David Gwoon Yep, M.D.
Knolly Everard Millett, M.D. Mohammad Zahir, M.D.
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Parag H. Mehta, M.D., President,
Medical Society of the County of Kings, Inc.

On May 19, 2009, Parag H. Mehta, M.D., began his term as the 161* President of the Medical Society of the
County of Kings, Inc. He had to assume the responsibilities of this office earlier due to the untimely passing of our
160™ President, Steven A. Farber, M.D., on January 16, 2009.

A practicing Internist, Dr. Mehta is Vice Chairman of the Department of Medicine, Co-Chief of General Internal
Medicine, and the Director of Information Technology at New York Methodist Hospital, in Brooklyn, New York. He
is Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine at Weill Cornell Medical College. Dr. Mehta is a Diplomat of the
American Board of Internal Medicine and is certified by the American Board of Hospice and Palliative Care
Medicine as well as the Board of Nutrition Support.

A strong proponent of Physician Advocacy and lobbying for physicians, Dr. Mehta is actively involved in teaching,
patient care, and information technology. He is a fellow of the American College of Physicians and a Past
President of the American College of Physicians Brooklyn chapter. He is a current Chair of the IMG Committee,
and has served as Chair of the Young Physician Section at the Medical Society of the State of New York. He has
attended several legislative days in Albany and Washington and continues to have an active presence and voice at
both the State and National level in matters relating to healthcare

We congratulate Dr. Parag H. Mehta on this and many other accomplishments and look forward to his continued
leadership.
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By Transfer: Thomas L. Paone The Medical Society of the County of Kings, Inc. and the

Active Membership:  Abdo Balikciogu, Academy of Medicine of Brooklyn announce with deep

David Connor, Paolo E. De Stefano,
Hary K. Mosaad-Boktor

Reinstatement/Re-election:

Mohammed Bashey, John T. Maher,
Edmund Mandel, Nyapati R. Rao, Todd
L. Simon

Young Physician Membership:
Gordon Anderson, Jennifer Yang

Hospital Resident Membership:  Chris
Dardis, Michelle Kornblum, Nina
Miraskov, Tatyana Serednyakova,
Renjy Vattasseril

Life Membership: Herbert Abrams,
Irwin Brachman, Lewis S. Glickman,
Philip Schmidt, Anthony J. Sarro, Alan
R. Shalita, Michael F. Volpe, Jr.

regret the deaths of the following members:

Morton Birnbaum, M.D. (1926-2005) Internal Medicine
Bernard Brill, M.D. (1908-2009) Internal Medicine
George W. Calvosa, M.D. (1933-2008) Past President,
MSCK (1990), Radiology

Betty C. Gordon-Skwerer, M.D. (1914-2007)
Ophthalmology

L. P. Hinterbuchner, M.D. (1922-2009) Past President,
MSCK (1994), Neurology

Benjamin G. Kerr, M.D. (1920-2008) General Surgery
Seymour W. Meyer, M.D. (1914-2009) General Surgery
Aaron Moldover, M.D. (1913-2006) Internal Medicine
John E. O’Connor, M.D. (1931-2008) Pathology
Monroe Schneider, M.D. (1917-2007) Orthopedic Surgery
Louis Gordon Shepler, M.D. (1912-2008) Obstetrics &
Gynecology

Meyer H. Slatkin, M.D. (1912-2008) Dermatology
Walter R. Stankewick, M.D. (1917-2008) Pediatrics
Norman D. Stevens, M.D. (1918-2008) Ophthalmology
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| have been actively participating in discussion about Health Care Reform. | had several communications with the
members and leadership of the Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY) and the American Medical
Association (AMA).

Physicians are divided and so is the nation about healthcare reform. | am very well aware of the sentiments of
many physicians. As the title suggests, no health reform is complete without tort reform and HMO reform. Many
physicians are upset about MSSNY and the AMA supporting HR 3200. Most physicians want to see tort reform
and HMO reform. | have conveyed your views to leadership.

Currently the Congress, with a narrow margin, has passed the reform bill and the action now shifted to the Senate.

In the current proposed bill, there are some amendments pertaining to Tort Reform (this does not involve a cap but
many of the other issues are addressed). There is also some HMO reform in this bill. This bill is in the final stage
and this is the time to call your legislature and ask for required amendments.

| implore you to remain focused on our need for tort reform and HMO reform along with other issues. | urge you to
keep talking to your patients and calling, writing or emailing your legislators. Many physicians who are upset with
the AMA or the State Medical Society have a strong opinion that the AMA should have asked for tort reform before
endorsing HR 3200. This bill is far from becoming law. As it is actively being debated, it is changing daily. If we
remain vocal, and keep educating our patients and legislators, we will be able to achieve our goal. With your
support, we have been successful for the past several years preventing Medicare cuts, we prevented a rise in
malpractice premiums for the last three years, we also prevented $50,000 in a surcharge, and we have prevented
an increase in license fees. You have proved repeatedly that together we can make a difference. This is the time
when we should stay together on issues. (Parag H. Mehta, M.D., President, MSCK)
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COMMUNICATION IS THE KEY

Whenever and wherever we meet our fellow physicians, we hear the same complaint over
and over again — “What has the Medical Society or the American Medical Association done
for me lately?” This has been the Mantra of the physicians for a long time and there may be
a good reason behind it. They are not being informed about the activities that Organized
Medicine is undertaking on their behalf at the County, State and National level. A select few
that are active in Organized Medicine do get the timely information but the majority of the
physicians have no clue as to what is being done on their behalf or what could have been
their lot if Organized Medicine was not there, working for them. This “informational
disconnect” needs to be addressed if we are to expect broader participation and active  Abdul Rehman, M.D.,

involvement in our affairs by the physician community. Editolg, Ehe_ MSCK
ulletin

Dwindling membership over the past several years has resulted in significant loss of dues revenue. This, coupled
with decrease in investment income caused by the recent economic downturn, has impacted on the services that
we can continue to provide our members or potential members. This caused us to discontinue our mailings to non-
members and subsequently reduce our mailings even to our members. The web site (www.msck.org) was created
to fill this void but not many physicians are aware of, or used to this service.

If we are to remedy this situation, we must find ways to effectively communicate with our entire physician
community. As | see it, this is a challenge that we must overcome if we are to expect an increase in our
membership. One to one interactions in the corridors and cafeterias of our hospitals are effective but the credibility



comes only if the information provided is verifiable and enforced by other sources. Those sources are our
Bulletins, Newsletters and the Web Sites. Once physicians are informed of our accomplishments and the work we
do on their behalf, it will be much easier for us to make a case for their joining our ranks. We have to reach out to
the entire physician community, by all means possible, and re-establish that link. Communication is the key. (Abdul
Rehman, M.D., Editor, The MSCK Bulletin)

LEGISLATORS VISIT MEDICAL SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS

During a meeting of the Comitia Minora at MSCK headquarters in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, we were visited by
Congressman Ed Townes, Congressman Anthony Weiner and Congresswoman Yvette Clarke for an exchange of
ideas about healthcare issues concerning our local hospitals and other healthcare providers. Leadership of the
County Medical Society was present to express their concerns regarding the shrinking funds available for the
healthcare needs of our communities and the prospect of further budget cuts looming on the horizon. Difficulties
that our hospitals and other caregivers are facing under the current circumstances were highlighted and the
legislators were requested to work with the medical community to address these issues.

In their brief comments, the legislators acknowledged the need for further dialogue and vowed to continue their
efforts on behalf of our communities. Contribution checks from MSSNY-PAC were presented to these legislators
for their election campaigns.

MSCK WINS MEMBERSHIP AWARD

The Medical Society of the County of Kings, Inc. was recognized at MSSNY’s Annual House of Delegates meeting
in Rochester, New York as the top leader in member recruitment throughout New York State. An award check of
$2,000 was presented to Robert A. Frankel, M.D., Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the MSCK, by Michael
Rosenberg, M.D., outgoing President of MSSNY. Due to the efforts of the County leadership and staff, we in
Brooklyn were able to bring more physician members into our County and State Medical Society. This recognition
has encouraged us to increase our efforts in drawing more new members into our fold.

Additionally, six out of seven resolutions brought to the house floor by our County Society were adopted. This is a
tremendous accomplishment.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE FOR YOU LATELY?
For Starters: Just see what was accomplished over the past few months:

Medicare fees increased — 10.6% slated cut avoided and 1.5% secured

Medicaid fees increased as much as 60%

9.6% procedure surcharge defeated

Liability premiums frozen — 11.29% increase avoided

$400 increase in biennial registration fee — averted

UNITEDHEALTH GROUP (INGENIX) settlement of UCR lawsuit worth $350 million
Other HMO lawsuit settlements valued at $1.6 billion in accommodations to physicians

Do not forget our victory not very long ago when we won the Medicaid lawsuit regarding crossover billing for 20%
after Medicare. That award resulted in thousands of dollars (in some cases, over $50,000) in the pockets of our
members. That alone should pay for a lifetime of Medical Society membership.

“HIT: Changing the Delivery Paradigm” CME program (2/04/09)
4 buses of physicians attended Albany Legislative Day (3/03/09)
“Parkinson’s Disease” program (4/01/09)

“Red Flag Rules & Physician Practices” program (4/23/09)
MSSNY Annual House of Delegates meeting (4/30/09-5/01/09)



“Legacy Planning” program (5/12/09)

Information Technology Fair; “New Guidelines for OPMC” (5/19/09)

“Securing Your Legacy” joint meeting with the American College of Physicians (6/10/09)
“Once-Yearly Osteoporosis Treatment” program (9/02/09)

Letter to David T. Hannan, M.D., President, MSSNY (9/08/09)

Letters to the United States Senate and House of Representatives (9/08/09)

Email sent to colleagues regarding “No Healthcare Reform is Complete without Tort Reform and HMO
Reform” (9/08/09)

Letters to the United States Senate; House of Representatives; New York State Senate and Assembly
(9/11/09)

White House Physician Call (9/17/09)
“An Update on Federal Healthcare Reform” joint meeting with Richmond County Medical Society (10/6/09)
“Expert Exchange: What Matters Most in a Long-Acting Basal Insulin Analog?” program (10/7/09)

CARECORE ANTITRUST ALLEGATIONS
Crain’s Health Businesdarch 27, 2009

Another antitrust lawsuit has been filed against CareCore, the nation’s largest radiology
benefits manager. This is the sixth lawsuit filed in New York alleging that CareCore’s
business practices keep competitors from providing outpatient medical diagnostic imaging
services by steering patients to CareCore owned locations. The latest suit was filed by
Omega Diagnostic Imaging in United States District Court, Eastern District of New York.
Omega’s owner, Dr. Harold S. Parnes, is represented by Eisenberg & Carton in Bellmore,
Long Island.

Among other allegations, Dr. Parnes says he had to close a second office at a loss of
$250,000 and stands to lose at least $500,000 more. Harold S. Parnes. M.D.

OUR OWN SAM L. UNTERRICHT, M.D., ELECTED AS MSSNY A SSISTANT TREASURER

At the elections held in Rochester, New York, at MSSNY’s Annual House of
Delegates meeting on May 3, 2009, Sam L. Unterricht, M.D., a Brooklyn
Ophthalmologist and Past President of the Medical Society of the County of Kings,
Inc., as well as Past Chair of the Society’s Board of Trustees, was elected as the
Assistant Treasurer of the Medical Society of the State of New York. Dr. Unterricht
is active at the local and National Ophthalmological Societies and is a Delegate to
the American Medical Association.

Sam L. Unterricht, M.L

Selling Your Medical Practice”

Reach thousands of medical professionals in Braoklyadvertising in this space. For more informatmd rates call:

345312524™
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Present: Drs. Parag H. Mehta, President (presiding), Niraj N. Acharya, Masazumi Adachi, Rubin Berlinerblau,
Harold L. Eichler, Lisa Eng, Marvin C. Kochman, Martin Lee, Adolph B. Meyer, Abdul Rehman, Miran W.
Salgado, Veronica C. Santilli, Steven I. Sherman, Sam L. Unterricht, Leone L. Waltrous

Excused: Drs. Vashti R. Curlin, Robert A. Frankel, Harold S. Parnes, Herman |. Rosenberg

The meeting of the Nominating Committee of the Medical Society of the County of Kings, Inc. was held on
Wednesday evening, August 26, 2009 at Society headquarters, 480 77" Street, Brooklyn, New York. Dr. Parag
H. Mehta, President, called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.

The first order of business was to select the candidates for delegates to the AMA. It was stated that the terms
for both Dr. Santilli and Dr. Unterricht conclude at the 2010 House of Delegates. Therefore, their re-nomination
as MSCK candidates was adopted.

President: Harold S. Parnes, M.D.

President-Elect: Steven C. Garner, M.D.

Vice President: Herman |. Rosenberg, M.D., Niraj N. Acharya, M.D.
Secretary: Lisa Eng, D.O.

Associate Secretary: Miran W. Salgado, M.D.

Treasurer: Veronica C. Santilli, M.D.

Associate Treasurer; Adolph B. Meyer, M.D.

Trustees: Marvin C. Kochman, M.D., Parag H. Mehta, M.D., Clifford Cohen, M.D.

Censors: Irving G. Kroop, M.D., Niraj N. Acharya, M.D., Leone L. Waltrous, M.D., Sam L. Unterricht, M.D.,
Miran W. Salgado, M.D.

Delegates: Herman I. Rosenberg, M.D., Robert A. Frankel, M.D., Rubin Berlinerblau, M.D., M. Monica
Sweeney, M.D., Steven I. Sherman, D.O., Francis J. Geary, M.D., Leone L. Waltrous, M.D., Masazumi Adachi,
M.D., Adolph B. Meyer, M.D., Calvin J. Simons, M.D., Martin Lee, M.D., Abdul Rehman, M.D., Parag H. Mehta,
M.D., Steven M. Kaner, M.D., Steven C. Garner, M.D., Lisa Eng, D.O., Wesner Moise, M.D., Lance |. Austein,
M.D., Kenneth S. Felder, M.D., Stanley Sherbell, M.D., Harvey Dosik, M.D., Nagi J. Bustros, M.D., Robert A.
Zaloom, M.D., Elie Fteha, M.D., Dwiref Mehta, M.D., Himanshu Pandya, M.D., Niraj N. Acharya, M.D., Miran W.
Salgado, M.D., Gerard Casale, M.D., Hilary Fairbrother, M.D., Paolo DeStefano, M.D.

Nominating Committee: Parag H. Mehta, M.D., Robert A. Frankel, M.D., Sam L. Unterricht, M.D., Rubin
Berlinerblau, M.D., Harold L. Eichler, M.D., Abdul Rehman, M.D.

Members-at-Large: Regina DiGiovanna, M.D., Bela Aloyts, M.D., Boris Khorets, M.D., Harvey Dosik, M.D.,
Paolo DeStefano, M.D.

Academy of Medicine of Brooklyn:

Directing Librarian: Steven M. Kaner, M.D., Masazumi Adachi, M.D.
Associate Directing Librarian & Curator: Francis J. Geary, M.D.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Parag H. Mehta, M.D., President
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Compensation & Occupational Medicine
Chair: Albert M. Wright, M.D.

Advisor: Mark H. Krotowski, M.D.
Members: Bernard Rimpel, M.D.



Amy Batterman, M.D.

Jean Claude Compas, M.D.
Joseph T. Vento, M.D.
Dwiref R. Mehta, M.D.
Roland R. Purcell, M.D.
Regina M. DiGiovanna, M.D.
Martin Lee, M.D.

Esther Baldinger, M.D.
Leonard Langman, M.D.
Leone L. Waltrous, M.D.
Alan J. Jordan, M.D.

Daniel J. Morgan, M.D.
Edward A. Toriello, M.D.
Kanhaiyalal Kantu, M.D.
Masazumi Adachi, M.D.
Harvey Goldberg, M.D.
Adolph B. Meyer, M.D.
Hans J. Nieporent, M.D.
Steven C. Garner, M.D.
John Ibarra, M.D.
Kumudha Ramanathan, M.D.
Israel J. Jacobowitz, M.D.

Constitution & Bylaws

Chair: Steven M. Kaner, M.D.
Vice Chair: Abdul Rehman, M.D.
Advisor: Mark A. Longo, Esq.
Members: Randall D. Bloomfield, M.D.
Harold L. Eichler, M.D.

Herman I. Rosenberg, M.D.
Veronica C. Santilli, M.D.
Steven I. Sherman, D.O.

Calvin J. Simons, M.D.

Sam L. Unterricht, M.D.

Council Of Hospital & Organized Medical Staffs
Chair:

Vice Chair: Harold L. Eichler, M.D.

Members: Masazumi Adachi, M.D.

Martin Lee, M.D.

Herman I. Rosenberg, M.D.

Legislation

Chair: Martin Lee, M.D.
Advisor: Mark A. Longo, Esq.
Members: Masazumi Adachi, M.D.
Rubin Berlinerblau, M.D.
Clifford Cohen, M.D.

Paul Finkelstein, M.D.

John Ibarra, M.D.

Steven M. Kaner, M.D.
Marvin C. Kochman, M.D.
Ranga C. Krishna, M.D.
Rufus A. Nichols, M.D.

Abdul Rehman, M.D.
Herman I. Rosenberg, M.D.
Veronica C. Santilli, M.D.

Calvin J. Simons, M.D.
M. Monica Sweeney, M.D.

Mediation & Peer Review
Chair: Steven |. Sherman, D.O.
Vice Chair:

Advisor: Mark A. Longo, Esq.
Members: Stephen J. Danziger, M.D.
Steven C. Garner, M.D.

John Ibarra, M.D.

Martin Lee, M.D.

Rufus A. Nichols, M.D.

Fred Nicolas, M.D.

Calvin J. Simons, M.D.

Edward A. Toriello, M.D.

Medical Ethics

Chair: Calvin J. Simons, M.D.

Vice Chair:

Advisor: Mark A. Longo, Esq.
Medical Students

Chairman: Marvin C. Kochman, M.D.

Membership

Chair: Veronica C. Santilli, M.D.
Vice Chair:

Members: Masazumi Adachi, M.D.
Regina M. DiGiovanna, M.D.
Steven M. Kaner, M.D.

Martin Lee, M.D.

Rufus A. Nichols, M.D.

Sam L. Unterricht, M.D.

Physicians’ Health

Chair: Adolph B. Meyer, M.D.
Members: Irwin Brachman, M.D.
David G. Inwood, M.D.

Irving G. Kroop, M.D.

Hans J. Nieporent, M.D.

Elmer W. Twente, M.D.

Publication

Chair: Abdul Rehman, M.D.
Advisor: Mark A. Longo, M.D.
Members: Niraj N. Acharya, M.D.
Parag H. Mehta, M.D.

Lisa Eng, D.O.

Public Health

Chair: Lisa Eng, D.O.

Vice Chair: M. Monica Sweeney, M.D.
Members: Monica Ghitan, M.D.

Visiting

Chair: Parag H. Mehta, M.D.

Vice Chair: Robert A. Frankel, M.D.
Members: Comitia Minora



Young Physician 5%, $( $
Chair: Himanshu Pandya, M.D.

Vice Chair: Elie Fteha, M.D. & +,

Ad Hoc Committee On Information Technology Conf[irjuing.MedigaI Education
Chair: Niraj N. Acharya, M.D. Chair: Rubin Berl|ne(blau, MD
Vice Chair: Abdul Rehman, M.D. Members: Masazumi Adachi, M.D.
Members: Lisa Eng, D.O. Nagi Joseph Bustros, M.D.

Monica Ghitan, M.D.

Task Force On Health Care Disparities
Chair: Randall D. Bloomfield, M.D.
Members: Masazumi Adachi, M.D.
Paul Finkelstein, M.D.

Steven M. Kaner, M.D.

Marvin C. Kochman, M.D.

Adolph B. Meyer, M.D.

Rufus A. Nichols, M.D.

Calvin J. Simons, M.D.

Leone L. Waltrous, M.D.
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Harold L. Eichler, M.D., has been elected as
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, the fiscal
watchdog of the Medical Society of the County of
Kings, Inc. and the Academy of Medicine of Brooklyn.

Robert A, Frankel, M.D., stepped down as Chairman
after his 3-year term of office was completed. We
owe him a debt of gratitude for a job well done and
for settling us into our new headquarters at 480 77" Harold L. Eichler, M.D., Chair,
Street in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. Board of Trustees, MSCK

Dr. Eichler, a native of Brooklyn, graduated from New Utrecht High School and the Brooklyn College of
Pharmacy. He received his medical degree from SUNY Syracuse. He practices Internal Medicine and
Cardiovascular Disease in Bensonhurst. He is a past President of the Medical Society of the County of Kings,
Inc..

Dr. Eichler feels that the emphasis on health care reform by the Obama administration is of vital concern to
physicians as well as to the American Public. The fiscal downturn in this country, the high cost of medical
insurance for those not on Medicare, the loss of jobs for those whose employment included medical insurance,
the high cost of prescriptions for those on the “doughnut phase” of Medicare Part D, and for patients who have
no insurance at all, the cutbacks in Medicaid by the State Government, are all factors having an impact on our
practice.

Are you aware that less than 50% of the physicians in Kings County belong to the Medical Society? We are like
National Public Radio. We depend on dues/contributions as the largest source of revenue! We have been using
an increase in our investment income to make up our deficit. Like everyone else, our investment portfolio has
shrunk in this fiscal crisis. Physicians can no longer stand alone; insurance companies, pharmaceutical
companies, and Congress are all pressing for their own personal agendas.

Where are we? Whether we are Physicians, Allopaths or Osteopaths, we must all come together in Organized
Medicine via the county, state and national medical societies. “If you don’t join us,” Dr. Eichler says, “you have
no one but your selves to complain to as we enter this era of Health Care Reform.”



% +&6 &$ &/

Governor Patterson signed legislation which extends for one more
year the medical liability rate freeze.

Managed Care Reform Legislation Enacted into Law. The bill
(A.8402-A, Morelle/S.5472-A, Breslin) to provide increased
protections for patients, hospitals and physicians in their dealings
with health plans was signed by the Governor. The provisions
include:

a) reducing from 45 to 30 days the time within which a health insurer
is required to pay a claim electronically submitted by a physician or other
health care provider;

b) Requiring a health plan to provide 90 days written notice to
participating physicians of a proposed “adverse reimbursement change”,
with the physician being given the opportunity to opt-out of the contract
with the health plan in response to the reimbursement change;

Robert A. Frankel, M.D., Councilor,
Medical Society of the State of New York

¢) Permitting a physician new to practice in New York joining a group practice of physicians participating
with a health plan to be “provisionally credentialed” if the health plan fails to complete credentialing review in 90
days;

d) Limiting the ability of a health plan to pend its review of a claim based upon suspicion that a patient has
additional health insurance coverage;

e) Requiring health plans to provide physicians and other health care providers with a minimum of 120 days
to submit a claim to a health plan following the date of service. This provision would also require health plans
to, at a minimum, pay a provider 75% of the claim when it is submitted more than 120 after the date of service if
the health provider can demonstrate that the claim could not be submitted within 120 days as a result of an
“unusual occurrence”.

Coordination of Benefits (COB) regulation recently promulgated by the Insurance Department assures
that, for claims involving patients covered by more than one health insurance product, a provider will
have at least 60 days to submit a claim to a financially responsible health insurer, following receipt of a
benefit determination from another health insurer, no matter how long after the date of service such
benefit determination is received from the other health insurer.

1. Extends to non-managed care health insurance products such as Preferred Provider Organizations (PPOSs)
patient rights to access appropriate specialty care and transitional care, as well as resolution of grievances;

2. Facilitates a patient’s ability to obtain an external appeal of a treatment for a “rare disease” when the
physician can demonstrate that the benefit of the treatment outweighs the risk;

3. Prohibits a health plan from inappropriately discounting payments to participating hospitals for a patient’s
care if the treating physician is non-participating, and prohibits a health plan from inappropriately
discounting payments to participating physicians for a patient’s care if a hospital where services are render
is non-participating;

4. Extends qualified two-year limitation on health plan refund demands currently applicable to physicians, to
hospitals and other health care providers, and requires health plans to establish written policies and
procedures for health care providers to follow when challenging a refund demand.



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EXPO AT ANNUAL STATED MEETIN G

The Medical Society of the County of King's Information Technology Committee
held a very successful IT Expo prior to the start of the Annual Stated Meeting on
May 19, 2009. With efforts by the Committee Chair, Dr. Niraj Acharya, more than
10 vendors and approximately 100 physicians participated. Physicians had the
opportunity to assess many EMR systems first hand. Crucial information about
how to obtain Federal grants up to $44,000 per physician was distributed.

Dr. Acharya, with the help of the MSCK, successfully authored a resolution at
MSSNY’s Annual House of Delegates meeting to ask New York State Medicaid
to implement automatic cross-over of Medicare to Medicaid for secondary Niraj N. Acharya, M.D.
payments. This resolution, passed with much support and New York State

Medicaid is expected to implement automatic cross-over payment in the next few

months. This would result in New York physicians collecting thousands of extra

dollars.

S1776: THE “MEDICARE PHYSICIAN FAIRNESS ACT OF 2009”
() % **+$-&.)&* S -&8/

In mid October 2009, Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-Michigan), introduced a stand-alone bill, "The Medicare
Physician Fairness Act of 2009" (S1776), which would have permanently eliminated the SGR formula beginning in
2010, thereby stopping all future scheduled cuts in Medicare payments to physicians.

Today, October 21, 2009, S.1776, the Medicare Physician Fairness Act of 2009, was brought to the Senate floor
for a cloture vote (a vote to cut off debate, stop a filibuster by opponents and proceed to an actual vote on the bill).
The bill sought to repeal the flawed Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) formula that is used to determine Medicare
physician payments. The cloture vote did not succeed, which means that the bill will not advance any further at this
time in the Senate. It failed by a vote of 47-53 (60 votes are required).

The Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR), is a formula that was created in 1997, and designed to prevent Medicare
physician payments from rising. The formula indexes physician reimbursements to the economy as a whole.
Because healthcare costs have increased much more rapidly than the GDP, the SGR has in fact called for major
cuts in physician payments every year since 2002. Senator Stabenow's bill sought to separate the SGR issue from
the health reform bill being debated in the Senate.

A PROMINENT BROOKLYN DOCTOR QUITS PRACTICE OVER SKY -HIGH MALPRACTICE
INSURANCE

(News Source: New York Post, posted on 10/19/69A9)

Dr. Jacquelline Perlman, who has helped deliver hundreds of Brooklyn babies in her 12-year Ob-Gyn career, is
calling it quits—and citing sky high malpractice insurance and plunging income. “l have decided to retire from
Obstetrics,” said Dr. Perlman, 42. “It breaks my heart. Malpractice rates are a big part of it. It is a very sad story.”

The last straw, she said, came last spring when her insurer, the Combined Coordinating Council, noting the high
risk of covering obstetricians, canceled her policy and those of doctors she practiced with at Brooklyn Women'’s
Healthcare, a New York Methodist Hospital affiliate.

She found a new insurer but the damage was done. Her annual malpractice premium now runs about $160,000.00
— for a doctor against whom no malpractice case or even so much as a settlement has ever been upheld. She said,
in the last five years, as her malpractice costs have risen, her income has dropped by 20 percent.

The opinions expressed in The MSCK Bulletin are those of the writer, and do not necessarily represent those of The Medical Society of the County of
Kings, Inc. Advertisements are subject to acceptance of the Publication Committee of the Medical Society of the County of Kings, Inc. whose decision is
final. Advertisements in The MSCK Bulletin do not indicate endorsement by The MSCK Bulletin.
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Dr. Harold L. Eichler, current Chair Past President of the Society and ¢ Dr. Warren Wexelman, Hospital Medical Staff
of the Medical Society’s Board of recipient of this year’s Fifty-Year President, Maimonides Medical Center,
Trustees with Dr. Robert A. Frankel, Citation, Dr. Calvin J. Simons address presents the President’s Charm to Dr. Steven
immediate past Chair of the Board. the guests at the 2009 Stated Meetir A. Farber’s sister, Lisa Frydman.
Dr. Calogero C. Tumminello received the Society's Physicians and representatives of Dr. Regina Di Giovanna with
“Dedicated Physician Award” for his efforts on béha  New York Methodist Hospitall. Michael Schoppmann (left) and
of Albany Legislative Day. Also pictured are Drhiio James Spero of Kern Augustine

C. Riggs (left) and Rajiv K. Garg, President & CEO
(2™ from right), Wyckoff Heights Medical Center, and
MSCK President, Dr. Parag H. Mehta (right).

Conroy & Schoppmann.

Dr. Parag H. Mehta (center), with Ken Reilly, Vice President, Investments, ~ (Front — Left to Right) _
physicians from New York Methodist USB Financial Services, presented a Drs. Rubin Berlinerblau, Abdul Rehman, David
Hospital. “basket of cheer” to long-time member,  T- Hannan (MSSNY President), Robert A.

Frankel, Steven |. Sherman.
(Rear — Left to Right)
Drs. D. Shrivastav, Niraj Acharya, Allan B.
Perel (RCMS President), Parag H. Mehta
(MSCK President), Harold S. Parr.

Dr. Barry S. Savits.
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